NATIONS UNIES

Office Européen

{The Provisional Overprints)

Perspective

At the close of World War 11, the League of Nations was no
longer a viable organization. A plan by the first General
Assembly of the United Nations in London, approved by
Switzerland and the League, granted the fledgling Umited
MNations organization all existing League property for its
offices and Geneva became the new permanent seat of the
United Nations European Office on 2 January, 1947,

Initial postal service was provided by Swiss authorities at a
substation within the Palais des Nations using regular Swiss
postal issues until 1 February, 19500 An agreement with
Switzerland provided for 20 regular values to receive
overprints for the exclusive use of the United Nations
European Office in Geneva. These provisional overprinted
issues paid postage on all official mail originating from all
departments of the Euwropean Office until 1 October, 1956,
when specially designed stamps were issued by Switzerland
and the overprinted values were removed from service.

Focus

The exhibit concentrates an the provisional
overprinted  Swiss postal  issues of the
European Office in Geneva. Examples of
overprinted values, printing dates and plate
numbers, overprint varieties, various rafes,
foreign usages, unusual markings, and late
posting are included in this display.

Items of Special Interest.

Corrected plate number 2 on 35 mp. valug
121951 printing of 2Franc (only verified)
Plate number 4 of 10Franc {only recorded)
Information Section (circular origin) cover
Social Welfare Section cover to Francs
Director General cover to USA

Sheet with overprint variety positions
Examples of overprint varieties on cover
Reconstruction of box cancel used 20 days
Examples of late posting via express office

European Office savice cover with Swiss posiage used prior to provisional averprints
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OF THE UNITEDR HATICONS

o,

OFFICE EUROPEER
DES MATIONS UMIES

Agent o'arfaires vrevels

HRYGH

Local single weight rate (Finance Seclion) Oclober 26, 1951
First class single weight rate (Internal Service) Aprii 21, 1952
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Eurgpean single waight rate [Social Welfare Section) March 2, 18950
Morih American airmall 10 gram printed matier rate (Eurcpean Economic Commission Translation Saction) March B, 1952
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BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

A & S5 & 85

EURCPEAN OFFICE
OF THE UMITED MATIONS

OFFICE EUROPEEN
DES MATIOMS UMIES

Air mail

Par avion - Luftpost

Monsieur Leo Elmmstein, F.

35; Allenby REoad
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ISHAEL
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EURSPEAMN OFFICE
OF THE UNITED MNATIONS

OFFICE EUROPEEMN
DES NATIONS UNIES

E. C.E,

b

Mear E&st 20 gram airmail rate [Library} January 18, 1955

West Coast lambermen's Associstlon,

364 Stuart Bldg.,

SEATTIE ,
Washington,

Morth Armancan 20 gram aemeal rada (Europaan Boonome Dommission] Juneg 7, 1255
g | i
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EURCSPEAN OFFICE
OF THE UNITED MATIONS

OFFICE EUROPEEN
DES MATIONS UMIES

q
. 1
3

2,

— LUFTROST

BY AR MAIL S PAR AVION

EUROPEAM QFFICE
OF THE UNITED MATIONS |

1
|
1

. OFFICE EUROPEEN
DES NATIOMS LUNMNIES

Morth Amarican 50 gram ainms

Maorth American B0 gram

e [ Supply & Travel Section)

airmail rate (Diractor Genaral)

My William R.Bird,
Secretary,
Lions Intemational,
332 South Michigan Avenue,

Chicago &4, Illinois,

USA

e R e R R T

July 10, 1954
July 10, 1852
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EURDPEAN OFFICE

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

. OFFICE EUVURQPEEM
DES HATIONS UMIES

SNg
T --—n-u,;

EUROPEAM OFFICE
OF THE UMITED MATIONS
OFFICE EUROPEEN
DES MATIOMNSE UMIES

e —

Miszing center bar in second 'F of Office;

Mr. W.i. Bixd,
gecretary,

Lions Internatiomal,
EcCormick Building,
332, Bouth Michigan A

hicago &,
I1l4inola,
o

l-E' --'lln-

INTErRATIONAL GIVIL AVIATION ORCANTITATION,

Inteamationnl fviation Fuilding

1080 niversity Streat,

MONTHEAL T

AR CLie

S

-Goyernmental Organizationa Section] May 13

1853 (Fimance Section} Oclober 3, 1955
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CANGELLATION
HECONSTRUCTION
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EURCPEAN OFFICE :
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
“OFFICE EUROPEEN
DES MNATIONS UNIES

o rmmes

N -Ga;l.:;li.l{liﬂ

R 40s

e . Neasieur B HAUERY
16 rue de Bive

GENEVE

Aeconsinsction of auxillary hand cancel used 106 1o 12653, Oowcker 8, 1953
Hegestered {20rp) kocal single weight (10rp] rate Agril 1, 1850; Posted from main post office *Geneva | Depdt’
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Lale posungs with pronty wele jouled 1o the main Swiss Express Letters office





