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U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(1882-1945) worked toward peace 
among world nations, promoting 
the idea of nations united for victory. 

His plans called for an international 
peace conference after the war.
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The ‘Save the Redwoods League’ 
suggested in early February, 
one conference session should 
be held in Muir Woods, named 
for John Muir (1838-1914). John Muir

Conservationist

‘Save the Redwoods League’
Picture post card with promotional text on card reverse
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The Muir Woods idea, accepted by the National 
Parks Service, was forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Interior, Harold L. Ickes (1874-1952).

To Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior
Frank Carlson, U.S. House of Representatives, free frank on official business envelope



“Not only would this focus attention upon this nation’s interest in 
preserving these mighty trees for posterity, but here in such a ‘temple 
of peace’ the delegates would gain a perspective and sense of time that 
could be obtained nowhere in America better than in a forest. Muir 
Woods is a cathedral, the pillars of which have stood through much 
of recorded human history. Many of these trees were standing when 
Magna Carta was written. The outermost of their growth rings are 
contemporary with World War II and the Atlantic Charter.”

 - Secretary Ickes’ letter to President Roosevelt, February 1945

Secretary Ickes sent the proposal to President 
Roosevelt with a letter. Roosevelt approved it.

U.S. President
Franklin Roosevelt



Unfortunately, President Roosevelt 
died on 12 April 1945, less than 
two weeks before the start of the 
San Francisco peace conference.

U.S. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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President Harry Truman (1884-1972) finalized plans 
for the San Francisco conference, held in the Opera 
House and Veteran’s War Memorial Building.

“Franklin D. Roosevelt gave his life while trying to 
perpetuate…[humanitarian] ideals. This conference 
owes its existence, in large part, to his vision, foresight, 
and determination.”
     ~ Harry S. Truman

Veterans’ War
Memorial Building
Die proof on card

U.S. President
Harry S. Truman



After Roosevelt’s unexpected death, Pedro Leao Vellos 
(1887-1947), Foreign Minister and Chairman of the 
Brazilian delegation, suggested the Muir Woods session 
be replaced with a memorial service for Roosevelt.

First Day of Issue Use, signed by Brazilian Delegation Chairman
Pedro Leao Vellos



Secretary of State to Detroit News newspaper, Detroit, Michigan
(9 days prior to the ceremony)

Secretary of State Edward Stettinius (1900-1949) 
planned the Muir Woods memorial service.



Over 500 delegates from 46 countries were 
taken by chartered buses to the Muir Woods 
National Monument for the memorial service. 
Delegates also toured informational displays.

Post card depicting 1,000 year old Redwood tree slice
dating to approximately 900 A.D.



‘Cathedral Grove’ in Muir Woods
Real photo post card

The peaceful ‘Cathedral 
Grove’ was chosen as the 
site for the memorial 
service and designated as 
the first ‘Quiet Zone’ in a 
national park.

“where serenity and quiet 
for reflection are protected 
as natural resources”.



An Honor Guard of 
wounded soldiers stood 
as the U.S. Navy Band 
opened the ceremony. 
Hundreds of delegates 
then crowded among the 
‘Cathedral Grove’ trees.

‘Memorial Presentation’
Publicity photo by Bureaus Coast 5-19-1945

Personalized postage
Wounded Warrior Project



Typed corner card for the South African delegation, 5 days before the memorial service

Field Marshall Jan C. Smuts 
(1870-1950) of South Africa was 
the featured memorial speaker. 
He praised the great leadership 
exemplified by Roosevelt.

Jan C. Smuts



To U.S. Secretary of State and Chairman of the United Nations Peace Conference

Edward Stettinius, Chairman of the conference, 
was the last speaker of the service and unveiled 
a permanent bronze memorial plaque.



Chairman of the Delegation of the United States
Calling card

Edward Stettinius signature over
5¢ ‘Toward United Nations’ stamp

“These great redwoods at Muir Woods 
National Monument, are the most 
enduring of all trees. Many of them 
stood here centuries after every man 
now living is dead. They are as time-
less and as strong as the ideals and 
faith of Franklin D. Roosevelt.”
   - Edward Stettinius, 19 May 1945



‘Unveiling the Memorial Plaque’  -  Publicity photo - Bureaus Coast 5-19-1945



Promotional Label
depicting Cathedral Grove

“Here in this grove of enduring redwoods, preserved for 
posterity, members of the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization met on May 19, 1945, to 
honor the memory of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, thirty-
first President of the United States, chief architect of the 
United Nations, and apostle of lasting peace for all of 
mankind.”
   - Memorial plaque text in
     Cathedral Grove, Muir Woods, 1945



Conference service cover mailed on 19 May 1945, the day of the memorial service.

Although the memorial service was 
held on the 19th, work did not stop 
at the conference site on that day.



Edward Stettinius, United States Representative to the United Nations
U.S. penalty envelope used for official business mail

Edward Stettinius signed the U.N. Charter 
and was the 1st United States Representative 
to the newly formed United Nations from 17 
January 1946 to 3 June 1946.

EPI
LOG

UE



Thank You
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Visitors to San Francisco can
also enjoy the Muir Woods


