THE LETICIA INCIDENT, Part 1
By Fran Adams (Adapted from his Single Frame Exhibit)
COMMISSION FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE TERRITORY OF LETICIA, 1933-1934
This exhibit explores the League of Nations’ involvement with the ‘Leticia Incident’, a territorial dispute between
Colombia and Peru. In an attempt to defuse the combat, Colombia and Peru agreed to arbitration by the League of
Nations. The League appointed three member nations as a ‘Commission for the Administration of the Territory of
Leticia’. Each side’s military forces were withdrawn and a neutral force under the Commission’s supervision policed the disputed area. This was the earliest use of a military force, under international control, for peace-keeping
purposes.
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War Memorial in Tarapacá, Colombia
”To the Heroes of the Colombian Air Force; who with true courage gave the best of themselves; flying with their noble aircraft
over river and jungle. Declaring over our Amazonia with the
sound of their motors the sovereignty of our country during the
war with Peru.” - Wikipedia/Wikimedia
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Rarity
Official service mail to and from the Commission is scarce due to the short period of the Commission’s
existence and its remote location. Only eighteen examples of service mail are currently recorded.
Rare items are highlighted with dark blue underlying matting.
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The Port City of Leticia
Leticia is the capital of the ‘Department of Amazonas’, a trapezoidal shaped area on the banks
of the Amazon river and lies at a point called the ‘Three Borders’ where the countries of Colombia, Brazil and Peru meet. Founded by Peruvian ship captain Benigno Bustamante in
1867, the port city was renamed ‘Leticia’ by Peruvian engineer Manuel Charón for Miss
Leticia Smith of Iquitos, an upriver port city.

Disputed area of the
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Iquitos, Peru
6 barred dater,
used in 1930’s
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Iquitos, Peru to Cincinnati, Ohio, 30 January 1933, 10¢ foreign surface letter rate, double ring dater of 1930s
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The Port City of Leticia
Leticia was a Peruvian port city until 1922. Border incidents between Peru and
Colombia in 1911 and 1922 occurred due to Colombia’s lack of a port directly on
the Amazon river for shipping its natural resources, produce and goods.

Post card depicting Peruvian soldiers and military post in Leticia, Peru,
prior to becoming the capital of the Colombian ‘Department of Amazonas’

The governments of Colombia and Peru negotiated an agreement in 1922 giving
the trapezoidal ‘Department of Amazonas’ to Colombia in exchange for Colombia
recognizing Peru’s claims to an area south of the Putumayo River that was disputed with neighboring Ecuador. The agreement was very unpopular among Peruvians, despite governmental ratification as it was signed in secret and awarded
Colombia a region and a port city with a large Peruvian population.

Iquitos, Peru to Paris France, 22 August 1920
5¢ foreign surface post card rate
(Leticia had no postal facility, mail was sent from Iquitos)
Reduced copy of card reverse
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The Combatants
A local war between Colombia and
Peru erupted in September 1932
when armed Peruvian land owners,
unhappy with the agreement to give
Leticia to Colombia, occupied the
public buildings in Leticia. They expelled city officials and the 18 local
police officers as there were no Colombian military personnel garrisoned there. Peruvian President Luís
Cerro was aware of the lack of Colombian military in the area and decided to support the Peruvian civilians with military action by deploying ground, naval and air forces.
Luís Cerro, President of Peru
1932 Orange-red specimen block
(design depicted living person - issue withdrawn)

Gunboat ‘America’
Centavos currency before 1985

Gunboat ‘Marañón’
Airmail value

Gunboat ‘America’
Centimos currency after 1984

Once word of the invasion reached Bogotá, Colombian President Enrique Olaya Herrerra
responded with a military action to send 1500 soldiers to repel the invaders. It took Colombia a short time to organize a naval response. The Air Force however was immediately
composed of commercial aircraft with machine guns and pilots flying Junkers F-13 seaplanes for ‘Sociedad Colombo-Alemana de Transportes Aereos’ (SCADTA).

Capitol Building, Bogotá
National revenue value
Specimen overprint
with devalue punch hole
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SCADTA - Junkers seaplane
Mis-perforation (top)
Enrique Olaya Herrerra
Colombian President
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