
Sinclair Dinosaurs Invade
the ‘Century of Progress’

The ‘Century of Progress International Exposition’ was held during 1933-1934 in celebration of 
the Chicago centennial. Also known as the ‘Chicago World’s Fair’, the most advanced technology 
available at the time was on public display for the pleasure and wonder of the attendees.

One of the more popular pavilions was Sinclair Refining Company’s 2 ton, animated exhibit 
of ‘Dinosaurs’. The intent was to associate the origin of the product’s raw materials with vast 
age, insinuating it was better quality. People could not fathom how large these animals really 
were until they stood near these giants and even then, it was difficult to believe. The dinosaur’s 
popularity resulted in the company’s use of its image on mail advertising beginning in 1934.

Fair organizers produced souvenir post cards depicting the Sinclair dinosaur reproductions. Card 
239 has a Tyrannosaurus rex, the most dangerous land predator of all time. The cards proved 
popular and were mailed from the Century of Progress postal station with a special cancellation.

Official post card produced for 
the Sinclair Oil Company Exhibit 
at the ‘Century of Progress’
World’s Fair in 1933

Official Post Card of
  A CENTURY OF PROGRESS

239.  The Dinosaur - Sinclair Exhibit
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Perhaps the more well-known card is that depicting an Apatosaurus, known at the time as a 
Brontosaurus. It was a greatly popular card among visitors as it’s in full color and included a 
human for a size comparison even though the dinosaur was a scale replica of the actual size.

THE OFFICIAL EXPOSITION POST CARD #147

Official Post Card of
  A CENTURY OF PROGRESS

147.  The Sinclair Exhibit

Official post card produced for the Sinclair Oil Company Exhibit at the Century of Progress World’s Fair in 1933

Used card with ‘A Century of Progress Station’ slogan postmark, 8 September 1934
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The identical image was also used by the Sinclair Oil Company, licensed from 
R.R. Donnelly, when they printed their own post card. The text on the front 
and the rear however was changed to reflect it was not an ‘official fair’ card.

Sinclair Dinosaur Exhibit
The Dinosaur Exhibit built by the Sinclair Refining Company at the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago is the first attempt 
to recreate out-of-doors a portion of the earth’s surface as it existed 100 million years ago. The huge beast shown on the 
card is a Brontosaurus. He bulked 40 tons in life and was 70 feet long.

- R.R. Donnelly DEEPTONE & Sons Co., Chicago -

Used card with ‘Century of Progress World’s Fair Chicago’ postmark, 17 September 1933

Text revised and centered without copyright information

THE UN-OFFICIAL EXPOSITION POST CARD
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One final Sinclair dinosaur post card is a card produced solely by the 
Sinclair Oil Company. It depicts the Apatosaurus from a different angle 
but includes a crowd of people near the entrance to the Sinclair exhibit hall.

Sinclair Dinosaur Exhibit
The Dinosaur Exhibit built by the Sinclair Refining Company at the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago is the first attempt 
to recreate out-of-doors a portion of the earth’s surface as it existed 100 million years ago. The huge beast shown on the 
card is a Brontosaurus. He bulked 40 tons in life and was 70 feet long (see other side).

- Sinclair Refining Company (Inc.) 45 Nassau Street, New York -

Text revised and centered with view of exhibit hall entry point

Used card with ‘Century of Progress World’s Fair Chicago’ machine slogan postmark, 8 September 1934

THE SINCLAIR OIL COMPANY POST CARD
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